‘Law Practice is About Solving People’s Problems’

My name is Tiwalola Osazuwa, I am |
currently a Senior Associate in AELEX's |

Corporate & Commercial Practice, with a
focus on intellectual property, insurance and
mergers & acquisitions,

Over the course of my career; I have advised
numerous indigenous and multinational
clients, on a wide rangfngf thccerpomte anc}
commendial issues, inclu o

pwtechm
and reinsurance; mmsuxs for combal:m
anti-counterfeiting; foreign investments an
business set up; and my

I obtained my LLB from the Obafemi
Awolowo University, e-Ife in 2009, and 1
was called to the Nigeri
a member of the International Trademark
Assodation, where [ served on the Issues
Identification Committee for two years, and |
I currently serve on the Trademark Office
Practice Committee. I am also a member of
the International Bar Association and serve

on the Franchise Law Committee, Intellectual

and Entertainment Law Committee,

and the Mergers & Acquisitions Commitiee.

Asa nnnber of the American Bar Assodation, |

I serve on the Intellectual Property Group
and the Forum on Franchising.

Have had any challenges in your
ca:eeraznaulawyer andifso,whatwe:e
the main

Yes. I have some The
most notable has been maintaining |
the right balance between my ities

as a new mother with my career as a Lawyer
Following my return from maternity leave |
early last year, ] had to catch up with ail the

grothtt rurnmmTg:
When you work at a top tier firm, thene

work that had been done in lhe hme 1 was |

& acquisitions.

Bar in 2010. Tam |

Tiwalola Osazuwa

is a lot to do and working late is somehmes
inevitable. This means that I had to ju

being able to meet my client deadlines, w1th
being available for my child. This has
now been si tly resolved with a lot of

from AELEX Withanm'\dﬂstand.n'tﬁ
of the challenges that we mothers face wi

managing care for our children and able
to concentrate on work, the firm provided a
facility where our children can be cared for
| by our nannies.

What was worst day as a Lawyer?
Thave definitely had some bad days, but none
of themn are memorable enough to mention.

LI d Taoe R, oy [T il TN TS

Lawyer?
o washlumylg‘;ayﬁmtlrmd]awfmamble

e g at
the 2015 annual meeting of the International |

Trademark Assodiation in San , Callifornia.
Iwasﬁveym:spost—cnllat&eume and I had
applied to moderate by making a submission
on franchising.

The International Trademark Association
is a worldwide not- for-profit advocacy as-
sociation of trademark owners and Lawyers.
It has about 7,000 members from almost 200
countries.

Who has been most influential person
in your life?

My Parents have been very influential in
mKo . They are very hardworking people

taught my siblmgs and I, to distinguish
ourselves by striving to be the best.

In my professional life, Mr. Theophilus
Emuwa, the Partner who heads the Ccrpomle
Commerdial and Intellectual
Groups of AFLEX, has been the most mfh.lem.al.
I have worked closely with him over the

ears, and leamed a lot of what I kmow as a
wyer from him. One of the most valuable
things I have learmned from him, is that it is
not enough to know the law (as clients can
always pick l:}:aa copy of the law to read
It) I leaned that as a Business Lawyer, it
l;:'orlant to be able to understand the
s goal, and then advice on how it can

be achieved legally.

I'have also been mfluemed by ma
Nosa Osazuwa and Chinyerugo Uggji (both
more senior Lawyers), who have provided
valuable advice and gu.ldanoe, which has

contributed significantly to my growth as
a Lawyer.
' Why did become a

I was mostly mflumced by other people

ri.

who thought that [ had a natural flair for law.
From my junior year in secory school, I
was a member of the debating team, and I

alwa Ied the team in debate competltlons
mosty won. This made m

always that I would be sulle! for legal

practice. , my parents considered me

to be talkatwe, and would say that I was a
“Lawyer in the making”.

To a]]ofthese,lmdoneofmyMums
novels written by Sidney Sheldon the Ra
of Angels, and I was inspired by one of tﬁe
characters who was a world Lawyer,
and that did it for me.

The practice of law is not just about the
knowledge of law itself, it is mostly about
solving people’s problems or aiding them in
achieving their business goals. Once you have
this un etshmdmiyou are on your way to
becoming a great

If you had not become a
career would have chosen
I am not y sure, because I was one
of those for whom it was law or nothing,
Though when [ was younger, [ had wanted
to be an Aeronautical Engineer, because my
uncle was a pilot. I am not sure that 1 even
really understood what an Aeronautical

eer did.
owever, towards the end of my jundor
ear, I had made up my mind that it was
w or nothmg

 what

yourself benn yd

Iw:]l'bea armsgrema tlll;rﬁnny?al:d
eﬁlﬁﬁ ng mk
"idbe‘arb?

Lawyers



